Your Summer Report from World Community Service.

Matangwe / Kenya

Another year and the village continues to grow! This summer 12 -14 volunteers are going over. An electrician will be available to connect the newly built residence (beside the clinic) to the generator we sent over and to inter-face it with the solar source as well.

Ron Bell returns to teach the children and Brian his son cannot go this year as there is a severe shortage of doctors at St. Mary’s hospital here in town. A number of nurses will man the clinic. Steve and Sylvia Scott of course return and Brian Gleiser has helped me access copious quantities of Co-Trimoxazole to be carried over. This drug will help reduce secondary infections caused by HIV.

To be less of a burden on the generator, a water tower will be built to supply water to the village via a ‘community tap’. The tower will be built in the memory of Christa Cantwell. Christa was a nursing student from McMaster University. Twice she went to Matangwe alone, the last time for 3 months. Upon her return, she told her parents that she would like to go to medical school and become a doctor and dedicate her life to Matangwe. Christa died in a head-on collision in Hamilton shortly after her announcement. 

It was her parents wish to collect money at her funeral – they collected $4 000 to build the water tower in her memory. Christa’s memory lives on!

Those that are involved in Matangwe are the Kitchener – Conestoga Rotary, The Grand River Rotary and its sister club in Japan. Also the Kitchener Rotary Club, Caring Partners International, Waterloo Collegiate, Benton Street Baptist Church, Private community members and some developing NGO’s.

Our club has promised $12 500 to build a mortuary next year, the funds are in a GIC.

Vikassa Vidya Vanam Project in Vijayawada, India

This is a project uncovered by Gerry Schorn when he was visiting a friend in India this past year. The object is to provide funds for some students at Vikassa Vidya Vanam School to cover the tuition expenses up to two thirds of the tuition charged by the school. The beneficiaries are to be selected based on the guidelines listed below:

1) Total family income of the students’ family should not exceed RS50 000 ($ 1438 cdn) per year. Indexed for any future years by the cost of living index of India.
2) Student should be in the top 50% of class in his/her academic performance.

3) Conduct and character of the student should be satisfactory as determined by the principal.

4) The student, once admitted to the scholarship programme, should be given this benefit until he/she leaves the school provided that the criteria of 2) and 3) as stated above are met.

Our club has pledged $14 000 to this project (invested in a GIC) and Gerry has matched this amount.

Yunnan Project – China

Wilf’s daughter, while working in China, discovered this opportunity. This is a very poor province in South China near Laos. We are investing $12 000 to send 8 – 10 students through middle school. Rotarians have been encouraged to create pen-pals with these charming students so that we can learn from each other. Also Ian contacted both the principals at Eastwood and Forest Heights Collegiates. They stated that they thought pen-pals could be created in their school system.

Opportunity International Micro Enterprise Project

The project in the Dominican Republic has been fulfilled, and we are now involved in Peru helping “The poorest of the economically active poor” to create businesses through credit from local Trust Banks. Trust Banks are credit groups of 20 -30 people who are among the working poor of their community, who co-guarantee each other’s micro-loans (instead of having to put up collateral). Loans to Trust Bank clients start at $150. Solidarity groups are comprised of 4 -7 poor entrepreneurs whose businesses can absorb larger loan amounts. Individual loans are granted to entrepreneurs who can provide collateral for an even larger loan. Our hope is that the clients with the help of Opportunity’s training and support, will graduate from Trust Banks to individual loans.
Funds for Tsunami Project, Indonesia

Our club has donated $17 000 to Care Canada for Tsunami relief. Due to the huge amount of funds initially pouring in, we asked our funds be held until Care has some specific reconstruction building project.

Rosa La Bayamesa Project, Cuba.

This is a completed project whereby homes were built for 80 residents, paved roadways, lighting and a new hygienic site for recycling.
We have had good relations with Care Canada and look forward to future projects, one will be reviewed for Corralillio, Cuba at our July WCS meeting.

Ian Murdoch

Chair

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.

But I have promises to keep

And miles to go before I sleep

And miles to go before I sleep.

Robert Frost

